


A MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

This past year has been a  milestone for our 
organiza tion. For over 50 years, we have served  
c hild ren, adults, and  families in our c ommunity with 
c ompassion and  ded ic a tion. While we now p roud ly 
c a rry the new name Up lift Community Allianc e, our 
mission and  heart rema in unc hanged . We a re the 
same peop le, the same hardworking volunteers, 
c ontinuing to p rovide hope and  support through our 
10 philanthrop ic  p rograms.

With our new name, logo, and  b right signs, we step  
into the future with renewed  energy. Yet, our fac es a re 
the same? familia r and  trusted  in this c ommunity we 
have long been p rivileged  to serve. The enthusiastic  support of our donors, the 
loya lty of our Up lift Thrift c ustomers, and  the ded ic a tion of our volunteers have 
c a rried  us through this exc iting  reb rand ing. Together, we have strengthened  
our identity while p reserving our ric h legac y.

Up lift Thrift c ontinues to shine as the best thrift shop  in the va lley, offering  gently 
used  c lothing, housewares, jewelry, and  c ollec tib les. More importantly, it 
c ontinues to p rovide the essentia l fund ing tha t powers our mission and  makes 
a  d irec t impac t on the lives of those we serve.

On beha lf of the Board  and  our volunteers, I extend  my heartfelt g ra titude. 
Thank you for your trust, your enc ouragement, and  your unwavering  support 
during  this time of transformation. Up lift Community Allianc e is stronger than 
ever, and  with your pa rtnership , we will c ontinue to up lift lives for genera tions 
to c ome.

With gra titude,

Carrie Drown

President

Up lift Community Allianc e
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OUR 
MISSION

Uplift 
Community 
Allianc e is a 

nonprofit 
organization 

whose 
volunteers 

serve to 
improve the 

lives of 
c hildren and 
adults in our 
c ommunity 
through our 

servic e-
oriented 

philanthropic  
programs.

Uplift Community Alliance provided 15 
underserved students with scholarships this year.
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CONFIDENCE

Stud ies show tha t c hild ren perform better in sc hool when they?re p roud  of how they look. The mission of 
Up lift Sc hool Kids is to help  build  students? self-esteem and  improve their sc hool experienc e overa ll by 
p rovid ing them with new c lothes. Sc hool c ounselors a t Title I sc hools identify elementa ry students in 
need  and  our volunteers assemb le an ind ividua lized  bag of new c lothing for eac h student tha t 
inc ludes: a  warm winter jac ket; a  hooded , zippered  swea tshirt; a  pa ir of legg ings, joggers, or jeans; 
two shirts, six pa irs of underwear and  soc ks; and  a  denta l hyg iene kit. Midd le sc hool students a re g iven 
the opportunity to c hoose their own sc hool c lothes and  shoes a t selec t reta ilers with the help  of Up lift 
Community Allianc e volunteers. Midd le sc hool students a lso rec eive hyg iene kits.

UPLIFT SCHOOL KIDS

A good  book c an insp ire a  love of read ing and  help  build  read ing c ompetenc y. A good  book c an 
a lso enc ourage c uriosity and  interest in the world . Up lift Community Allianc e p rovides a  new book to 
thousands of young readers, p re-K through midd le sc hool. Sometimes, the book p rovided  by Up lift 
Community Allianc e is the only book in a  student?s home.

BOOK BANK

Uplift Community Allianc e c rea ted  the Educ a tiona l Sc hola rship  Program in 2023 to support students 
with demonstra ted  financ ia l need  who wish to a ttend  c ollege. Preferenc e is g iven to non-trad itiona l 
students: sing le pa rents or c hild ren of a  sing le pa rent, those who have experienc ed  homelessness, 
migrants, or first in their family to a ttend  c ollege. Up lift Community Allianc e c ollabora tes through 
agreements with Sa lt Lake Community College and  the University of Utah to award  these sc hola rships. 
Sc hola rship  funds may be used  for in-sta te tuition, fees, books, or other educ a tiona l supp lies.

EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

HEALTH

Mouth and  tooth pa in a re among the top  reasons kids miss sc hool. Tooth dec ay is the most c ommon 
c hronic  d isease of c hildhood . Left untrea ted , a  c hild  may suffer pa in, p rob lems ea ting  and  speaking, 
serious infec tion, unwillingness to p lay, and  inab ility to c onc entra te and  lea rn.

Opera tion Hea lthy Teeth p rovides a  lifeline to low-inc ome families by fund ing urgent denta l 
trea tment for c hild ren in our c ommunity aged  p re-K through 19 who have no other ac c ess to denta l 
c a re. This inc ludes families not c overed  under any sta te or federa l assistanc e p rogram and  those 
whose families do not ea rn enough to purc hase insuranc e.

OPERATION HEALTHY TEETH

SERVICE

Uplift Assoc ia tes, an auxilia ry of Up lift Community Allianc e, offers a  flexib le opportunity for g iving  
c ommunity servic e with evening p rogram ac tivities and  meetings. Meetings a re held  on the third  
Wednesday of eac h month from 5:00 ? 7:30 p .m. and  inc lude a  potluc k d inner, work session and  
business meeting .

UPLIFT ASSOCIATES
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Uplift Community Allianc e?s Baby Bund les p rogram reac hes the tiniest, most vulnerab le of those in 
need . The Baby Bund les c onta in b lankets, c lothing, d iapers and  other essentia ls to g ive newborns a  
warm welc ome into the world . Soc ia l workers and  nurses in the delivery rooms and  nurseries d istribute 
the Baby Bund les to newborns in need .

BABY BUNDLES

The ta lented  music a l enterta iners in Ac t III Up lift Band  awaken unforgettab le moments from a  senior?s 
life through familia r songs. Hundreds of seniors in dozens of c a re c enters in our c ommunity enjoy the 
music , engage with the band  and  eac h other, and  often sing  a long. Pa triotic  songs and  show tunes, 
as well as holiday and  c lassic  songs, up lift the seniors and  add  a  little fun to their day.

ACT III UPLIFT BAND

Eye on the Community addresses important c ommunity needs tha t a re unmet through our other 
philanthrop ic  p rograms. Up lift Community Allianc e endeavors to fulfill ?wish list? needs based  on eac h 
year?s g iving  c apac ity. The foc us is on g ifts tha t help  support students, sc hools, c a re fac ilities, those 
with d isab ilities and  others.

EYE ON THE COMMUNITY

Uplift Comfort Kits were c rea ted  to meet some of the immed ia te needs of those vic timized  by sexua l 
violenc e. After an a ttac k, a  vic tim?s c lothing is taken by authorities as evidenc e. After their physic a l 
exam, the vic tim rec eives an Up lift Comfort Kit tha t c onta ins new c omfortab le c lothing, undergarments 
and  persona l hyg iene p roduc ts, offering  d ignity, c omfort and  hope a t a  very traumatic  time.

UPLIFT COMFORT KITS

Uplift Teens is a  volunteer servic e group  and  auxilia ry of Up lift Community Allianc e. This auxilia ry 
p rovides volunteer opportunities for teens in grades 7-12 and  has a  c urrent membership  of 
approximately 25-30 teens rep resenting  over 10 sc hools ac ross the Sa lt Lake Va lley. Up lift Teens 
meets one evening eac h month, usua lly the sec ond  Wednesday from Sep tember through April. 
Adult advisors a re p resent a t a ll meetings and  ac tivities. The teens a re enc ouraged  to develop  a  
sense of c ommunity responsib ility, self-relianc e and  leadership .

UPLIFT TEENS

Adults fac e many c ha llenges when striving  for a  more sec ure life for themselves and  their families. 
Appearanc e is one of those c ha llenges. ?Looking the part? boosts c onfidenc e when app lying  for or 
beg inning a  job  or c ontinuing their educ a tion. Brighter Tomorrows helps these determined  ind ividua ls 
get ready for their next step .

Clients referred  to Up lift Community Allianc e by loc a l agenc ies rec eive a  vouc her to shop  a t Up lift 
Thrift to selec t c lothes for job  interviews, job  d ress requirements, c ourses or tra ining . Brighter Tomorrows 
a lso p rovides persona l items and  p rofessiona l ha ir c a re to c omp lete the look.

BRIGHTER TOMORROWS
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2025-2026 SUMMARY

2025-2026 LEADERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Carrie Drown

President-Elec t: Merilynn Kessi

First Vic e President Philanthrop ic  Programs: 
Debb ie Smith

Sec ond  Vic e President Community Rela tions: 
MaryAnn Mac kley

Third  Vic e President Member Servic es: Linda  
Stimpson

Rec ord ing Sec reta ry: Jennifer Nic holas

Treasurer: Peggy Carpenter

Bylaws Cha ir: Va l Merc er

Stra teg ic  Planning Cha ir: Heid i Makowski

Tec hnology Cha ir: Barb  Engen

Up lift Thrift: Stephanie Ha tton-Ward

Up lift Teens Auxilia ry Lia ison: Barbara  Sla ter

Up lift Assoc ia tes Cha ir: Liz Hendric ks

Parliamenta rian: Carol Coulter

UPLIFT ASSOCIATES GOVERNING BODY

Uplift Assoc ia tes Cha ir: Liz Hendric ks

Up lift Assoc ia tes Cha ir-Elec t: Christine Mezek

Member Servic es Cha ir: Emily Rushton

Philanthrop ic  Cha ir: Mic helle Interdona to

Sec reta ry: Maureen Casper

ENDING NET ASSETS: $3,087,848

OVER $0.80 OF EVERY DOLLAR SPENT WAS GIVEN BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY 

THROUGH OUR PHILANTHROPIC PROGRAMS

TOTAL REVENUE:
$1,679,175

Other Inc ome
$36,585

2%

Uplift Thrift
$1,048,741

62%

Net Investment Return
$108,892

7%
Membership

$13,875
1%

Spec ia l
Events

$110,758
7%

Grants and
Dona tions
$360,324

21%

TOTAL EXPENSES:
$1,519,453

*Ca lc ula ted  as a  perc entage

of the Tota l Expense.

OPERATIONS*

Thrift Shop  - 16.8%

Management & Genera l - 3.1%

Spec ia l Events - 0.1%

TOTAL PROGRAM
SPENDING: $1,215,794

PROGRAM SPENDING*

Uplift Sc hool Kids - 35.5%

Opera tion Hea lthy Teeth - 14.7%

Educ a tiona l Sc hola rships - 10.8%

Eye on the Community - 6.7%

Baby Bund les - 3.8%

Brighter Tomorrows - 3.2%

Book Bank - 2.0%

Uplift Teens - 1.8%

Uplift Comfort Kits - 1.3%

Ac t III Up lift Band  - 0.2%

TOTAL OPERATIONS
SPENDING: $303,659
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GIVING AND GRATITUDE

Americ an Express

The Arc her Family Charitab le 
Corpora tion

Ashton Family Founda tion

Ruth Eleanor Bamberger and  
John Ernest Bamberger 
Memoria l Founda tion

HJ & BR Barlow Founda tion

R. Harold  Burton Founda tion

Jeffrey and  Helen Cardon 
Founda tion

Lawrenc e T. and  Janet T. Dee 
Founda tion

George S. and  Dolores Dore 
Ec c les Founda tion

Marriner S. Ec c les Founda tion

Eskuc he Founda tion

Florenc e J. Gillmor Founda tion

Ric hard  K. and  Shirley S. 
Hemingway Founda tion

Intermounta in Hea lth

IPA Founda tion

Kennec ott Utah Copper 
Charitab le Founda tion

Linde Corpora tion

Masonic  Founda tion of Utah

Mc Carthey Family Founda tion

Merric k Bank Corpora tion

Larry H & Ga il Miller Family 
Founda tion

MLD

Old  Navy Market Group

Bruc e and  Cec elia  Petersen 
Founda tion

Sorenson Legac y Founda tion

Sync hrony Financ ia l

C. Sc ott and  Dorothy E. Watkins 
Charitab le Founda tion

Williamsen Family Founda tion

FOUNDATION AND CORPORATE DONORS

Ann Atkinson

Kristen Wann Anderson

Carolyn Brady

Howard  Brady

Carol and  Dave Coulter

Paul Cunningham

Joan Dahle

Joni and  Rob  Dahle

Dan and  Martina  Devenport

Carrie and  Randy Drown

Kari Duensing

Dona ld  Froese

Marion D and  Maxine C Hanks

Peg Hard in

Janet and  Hugh Harnsberger

Ann Hoffman

Cathy House

Bryc e Johnson

Robert Keener

Merilynn and  Alfred  Kessi

Ka thryn King

Mic hael & Ina  Korek

Sandra  Kragthorpe

Jan Kuc era

Ka thleen and  Paul Littlefield

Ka thy Mac kie

Diane and  Jim Mac kin

Phyllis Man

Cra ig  Martuc c i

Tristen Mc Dona ld

Va lerie Merc er

Cra ig  L. Neibuhr, CN Insuranc e 
Assoc ia tes, Inc .

Ric k Noyes, The ND Group

Connie Overly

Alisa  and  Stephen Parks

Presbyterian Women

Liz Quea ly

Linda  Stimpson

Don Stirling

Martin A. Watkins, True North 
Wea lth

FINANCIAL SUPPORT, GOODS AND SERVICES, $1,000 OR MORE
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© Copyright 2026. Up lift Community Allianc e is a  volunteer-d riven 501(c )(3) nonprofit organiza tion serving our 
c ommunity for over 50 years. |  EIN: 51-0139592

SCAN OR VISIT

ULCAUTAH.ORG/ DONATE

TO DONATE:

Uplift Thrift genera tes a  la rge portion of 
the fund ing for our philanthrop ic  
p rograms. We served  over 30,000 

ind ividua ls loc a lly this year!

upliftc ommunityallianc e

Uplift Community Allianc e

ulc autah.org

UPLIFT THRIFT

Address:

2090 East 3300 South
Millc reek, UT 84109
Shop:
Tuesday - Friday 12-4pm
Saturday 10am-4pm
Thursday 12-7pm
Donate:
Tuesday - Friday 12-3pm
Saturday 10am-3pm

UPLIFT OFFICES & PROGRAMS

Address:

2060 East 3300 South

Millc reek, UT 84109

Phone number:

(801) 484-3401
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